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MAY IT PLEASE YOUR FEXCELT.ENCY,

Wey, the leaders of the Gurindji people, write to you
about our earnest desire to regain tenure of our trlbal lands
in the WavelH111~Limbunya area of the Northern Territory,
of which we were dispossessed in time past, and fon.which we
received no recompense, S
Y Our people have lived here from time immemorisl and
our culture,myths, dreaming and sacred places have evolved in
this land. Meny of our forefathers were killed in the
early days while trying to retain it. Therefore we feel that
morally the land is ours and should be returned to us. Our
very name Aboriginal acknowledges our prior claim, We have
never ceased to say amongst ourselves that Vespeys should go
away and leave us to our land.

| On the attached map, we have marked out the boun-
daries of the sacred places of our dreaming, bordering the
Victoria River from Vave Hill Police Station to Hooker Creek,
Inverway, Limbunya, Seal Gorge, etc,. We have begun to build
cur own new homestéad on the banks of beautiful Vattie Creek
in the Seal Yard area where there is permsnent water. This
is the msin place of our dreaming only a few miles from the
Seal Gorge where we have kept the bones of our martyrs all
these years since white men killed many of oub people. On &
the walle of the sacred caves where these bones are kept,

are the paintings of the totems of our tribe.

F We have already occupied a small area at Seal Yard
under Miners Ribghts held by three of our tribesmen. We will
continue to build our new home there (marked on the map with

& cross), fhen buy some working horses with which we will

trap and dﬂgture wild unbranded korses and cattle, These

we will use to build up a cattle station within the Dborders

of this ancient Gurindji land. And we are searching the area
for valuable rocks which we hope to sell to help feed our
people, We will ask the N.T Welfere Department for help s
with motor for pump, seeds for garden, tables, chairs, and

other things we need. Later on we will build a road and
an airstrip and maybe a school. “kanwhile, most of our
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