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Convention 107

CONVENTION CONCERNING THE PROTECTION
AND INTEGRATION OF INDIGENOUS AND OTHER TRIBAL
AND SEMI-TRIBAL POPULATIONS IN INDEPENDENT COUNTRIES

The General Conference of the International Labour Organisation,

Having been convened at Geneva by the Governing Body of the
International Labour Office, and having met in its Fortieth Session
on 5 June 1957, and

Having decided upon the adoption of certain proposals with regard to
the protection and integration of indigenous and other tribal and
semi-tribal populations in independent countries, which is the sixth
item on the agenda of the session, and

Having determined that these proposals shall take the form of an
international Convention, and

Considering that the Declaration of Philadelphia affirms that all
human beings have the right to pursue both their material well-
being and their spiritual development in conditions of freedom and
dignity, of economic security and equal opportunity, and

Considering that there exist in various independent countries indigenous
and other tribal and semi-tribal populations which are not yet
integrated into the national community and whose social, economic
or cultural situation hinders them from benefiting fully from the
rights and advantages enjoyed by other elements of the population,
and

Considering it desirable both for humanitarian reasons and in the
interest of the countries concerned to promote continued action to
improve the living and working conditions of these populations by
simultaneous action in respect of all the factors which have hitherto
prevented them from sharing fully in the progress of the national
community of which they form part, and

Considering that the adoption of general international standards on the
subject will facilitate action to assure the protection of the popu-
lations concerned, their progressive integration into their respective
national communities, and the improvement of their living and
working conditions, and

Noting that these standards have been framed with the co-operation of
the United Nations, the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the
United Nations, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation and the World Health Organisation, at
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appropriate levels and in their respective fields, and that it is pro-
posed to seek their continuing co-operation in promoting and
securing the application of these standards,

adopts this twenty-sixth day of June of the year one thousand nine
hundred and fifty-seven the following Convention, which may be cited
as the Indigenous and Tribal Populations Convention, 1957 :

Parr I. GENERAL PoLIiCcy

Article 1

1. This Convention applies to—

(a) members of tribal or semi-tribal populations in independent countries
whose social and economic conditions are at a less advanced stage
than the stage reached by the other sections of the national commu-
nity, and whose status is regulated wholly or partially by their own
customs or traditions or by special laws or regulations ;

(b) members of tribal or semi-tribal populations in independent countries
which are regarded as indigenous on account of their descent from
the populations which inhabited the country, or a geographical
region to which the country belongs, at the time of conquest or
colonisation and which, irrespective of their legal status, live more
in conformity with the social, economic and cultural institutions of
that time than with the institutions of the nation to which they
belong.

2. For the purposes of this Convention, the term * semi-tribal”
includes groups and persons who, although they are in the process of
losing their tribal characteristics, are not yet integrated into the national
community.

3. The indigenous and other tribal or semi-tribal populations men-
tioned in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article are referred to hereinafter as
“the populations concerned ”.

Article 2

1. Governments shall have the primary responsibility for developing
co-ordinated and systematic action for the protection of the populations
concerned and their progressive integration into the life of their respective,
countries.

2. Such action shall include measures for—

(a) enabling the said populations to benefit on an equal footing from the
rights and opportunities which national laws or regulations grant to
the other elements of the population ;

(b) promoting the social, economic and cultural development of these
populations and raising their standard of living ;

(c) creating possibilities of national integration to the exclusion of
measures tending towards the artificial assimilation of these
populations.








