
'THEY HAVE MADE OUR 
THURSDAY IS. 

MAPOON MISS10 

RIGHTS WRONG9 
* "They have made our rights wrong, Is there any law that can force us away f~r lm 

WElPA MISS10 Mapoon? When we asked why, we didn't get a straight asswer , , ." 
AURUKUN MIS 

* ". . . We all here are standing very strong. We all sald we won't shift 
from here.. . Uncle, you mu& by and help as fight strong., . 

* ". . . U we could get help we are willing to back those who 
try and help us. Please hear this call. We want to hold this 
place Wpoon, the place wherein we were born into the 5rst 
Gospel of Chrlst, Tbis is aU I ssfi on' behalf cP ay people 
at Mapoon.'' 

-letters from Mapoon Mission to the Aborigines 
and Torres Skalt Islanders Advancement League, 
c-9 - - -  . 

The Struggle for Mapoon 
T Mapoon, high on the west coast of Cape York Peninsula, a hundred A and seventy-six people are firmly resisting official efforts to  make 

them leave their ancestral lands and go t o  Bamaga, faeher north. 
?hey are call ing for  help f r o m  al l  who The  settlement IS on a sandy promon- - 

respect human rights. tory a t  the mouth  o f  the Batavia River, which 
In the last two years, seventy-six forms an excellent harbour. The  river is 

Mapoon - people have been removed t o  navrgable for  many miles . 
Bamaga o r  "exempted" f rom the  A c t  and I n  his book The Aborrgines o f  Aus- 
sent to  fare for  themselves i n  unfamil iar tralia, publrshed in  1961, Mr. J. W. Bleakiey, 

, towns formerly Chief Protector o f  Natives i n  
Gitterly regrett ing the change, spokes- Queensland, says that the Rev. Nicholas Hey, 

men  f rom among them are j o ~ n i n g  w i t h  those Superintendent o f  Mapoon for 30 years, 
standing f i r m  at  Mapoon in challenging trained Aborigines, on a fa rm f i f teen miles 
attempts by representatives o f  the State u p  the  Batavia River, in production o f  food 
Government and o f  the Presbyterian Board crops. H e  le f t  a "thriving community" who 
of  Missions to  make the people leave their  maintained themselves by gardening, fish- 
homes and hunt ing grounds. ing, p i g  and poultry raising. But later, the 

Nei ther  Government nor  mission self-supporting farm system was made t o  
authorit ies have made any clear statement take second place to cattle breeding and 
about the matter. other industries on an institutional basis 

Commonwealth A lumin ium Corporation "because there was thought t o  be more 
Pty. Ltd. (COMALCO),  which has been money t o  be made in  that  f o r  mission 
granted a lease o f  more than a third o f  the revenue." 
Mapoon mission area, is silent. 

Threatened closure 
About Mapoon IN 1959 the Rev. Sweet, an off ic ial  o f  the 

I\/IAPOON was established by  the  Presby- Presbyterian Board o f  Missions, visited 

ter ian Board o f  Missions in 1891. At one Mapoon and to ld  the assembled Aborigines 
t ime the mission area covered about 3345  that the mission was to be closed down and 

square miles but, as the  June 1959 Report they would have to  shift. 

o f  the Queensland Department o f  Nat ive A l lan  Parry, a spokesman o f  the Abor- 
A f fa i r s  disclosed, 1230 square mi les were iginal Council and elder o f  the  church, said 
excised o n  lease t o  Comalco. his people wanted a reason why they should 





in other parts of ,Cape York Peninsula. 
Eight hduses .for white staff, in a 

separate part of the settlement, are about 
three times larger; with electric light, run- 
ning water, inside .bathhorn end toileti- 
all absent from the houses for Aboriginals. 

A new.*.- 'setflement, .off i i id l l  named 
M i p m n  Villa e (scmetimeii called &rdden or 
Happy Valle 7 8.4eing e ~ b l i t h e d  be twkn  5 .Red !sland dQ{. and Bamaga Village and 
at  present, hiv~ ,. .geven , Rouses, also sub; 
standard, ' 3 . .'?* . ' \. 

. L .  . I 

; ~duc$tfpp'l;,'medical' and. reqreatiena! , 

facilities ere hlhd inadequate. 6or example; . 
there is no library .for The district, and the 
library .at 'Thursday Island is closed t b  ', 
"c~louredS.~', Poop quality, sixteen mm. fi lms 
ar& shown oco~sionally in an open-air theatre. 
There are ' no regular, arganised sporting 

. facilities, : . ,' % . ' - I 
. . 

. A 
. who, tried to.'r&turn".,to:~ M a p m i .  from ' 

;. ' Bamaga .by. dinghy highlighted the. @gt !hat 
the..-people ,are virtual.ly: prisoners;', .. -;":... I .  ..: 1 .. 

. b::. :::!AS' An ' all mf&]oni se~le~gnts, '~~ .. 

. I bne '3s. allowed to..'ie~ve without. official per- '. -. . . . . . ,  

: :., ,.,., mjs$,jon,,:~. ,. . . . . : J:~+py$~{.g~$;+;.:~~:~e ,?q,f.;. ;.(. ,~ : , :~ , y , , ! ; f  .; 4 
;. . . ' <Se l f rwo ,~~d ing ' .~nd  ;yariou$Gffenc& 
, ' ' said, to  be comrnittedlby .Aboriginbs .who want . , 

: , : . en '!exCuse. 40 ,.!ascape :;from.. Bamaga. 3.: Some- 
' , '::.times . :q .'home-gTck:..map.will 30 A:W.L, .and !,: 
.. tq ; t o  ; "walk ~.&M:the-{irie," :*at, is, 'the , . . .. 

'.:.';. , .  Overland Telegr9p)l Lirie'toCoen end.beyond, !'.. 
: Bamaga I s  truIy$t the end. :d' the. lin&$,)i,:i,r;;., .. 

n ) ,  . 
, . - - . .,: ::;!fh& 9!,,illeg&. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i l , ,  hamitruh6 "at .?.. '' . every turn an? under :.the >supreme. dictator- 
', ship:of the  S ~ p e r i n t e ~ d e r i t ~  ,himse!f In turn - ' 

" , .tied ' up by ..ihi.. incredible1.-~ed tape of. the 
. D.N;&..:i.a:'rj...!-;,. . . (  ,+i+::.:: . , ;.I:i::-;.-.-, ,~~::;~.; , ,,,,., > .  . a( , . . : I  

' I ,  . . .. 
I :  

.. ~=! 
.- 

. , ( : ~ ' ' o f ~ i c i $ l .  &o+."thhi the counEfl'ii: a ' 

: .-demscratic add effecfivi brgan is , a. . shamgful . ' 
joke: ~:;;.;.;;<; ?. ' .  ,.:, .; , .s ' , .: ' , .  . I ' . . .  

+ , . ; :r '7 . .- . .  . .  ' , . ' .  ; ,  ..,. :,, 
. .  . . . . , . , . . . . ,2: : ,, , : . , '. .' 

. ' , . 8 -  ~ m ~ s e ~ ' a n & ~ r e a l i t r  ~ ; ; ' ' ;  
~ . .  . . ,, . . J .  

' . ,THE ~$eclislan& ~?&rn;nen,t $is it. intirids , . 
. .. . ' , . t o  develop ,Bamaga' as- a self-supporting 

settlement.: with an., increasing . standard, ..of 
living. ;. . , . . . . . .  

I f  this'can be  done at Bamaga, yhy  not 
Mapmn and .other Peninsula settlements? : 

Why . should the people :be tbmpelled 'to 
, leave their. homelands?. Have not those who 
:.broke ;up their old, tribal way o f  l i fe the - ,  

moral duty to  enable them. to  live ,better. . 
without, having to' leave their homelands? 

A '  critical examination.shows that the '; 
so-called .plans to  make Bamaga . a 'worth- 
while place are hollow. . 

It is unreal to  begin td plan agricul&ral 
developinent of Bamaga in its . present 

. - position without providing sufficient water- 
throughout the year. 

. . 

. . 

... ' 

. . 

r. . 

to obtajn. permisgion,,even. to. visit refatives 
, . or friends, Th is  is not' idways granted. . . 

, Such "protection" provides, a very .con- .: 
:- 6venient .cl&k' for ;saf&gua.r;ding, administrat-. .. 

-methiids within' ffi'ssi*h&'.?n&- settlements 
' f rom observation and.'kriticism. ' I t  has atso' ' 

.-.served to keep the . :"protkteil'* . Aborigines 
. i..;batkwaid.': " . .  . . .  . . , ,.. . ,. .,. ?The'.Goveiriment 'should giant right ;of 

. .., unrestricted entry into Mapoon Bamaga and 
.' , .. .qihers.e@lPments byinterested persons,in- .. 

., .: . , cjudiqg off.icers.,:of $he viqrihs Aboriginal . -.,Atjv'al?cement Leagua,. ., : .-i - . , ., - I 

.. -. :: ; ;.. - ,,-such. persons-~shouid bii'enabled t i  con- .' 
. .- sult the. Aboriginal people about. their :own ' , 

;'-wishes, --in 'ar,'- atiiiosptiere ,free.% of ' intimida-' 
. tion' or 'deaeptioy. . ". - ' ., .. . . . . .  . . .  . , . 

- . . . ._ 



What are the Government's Aboriginal Affairs held in Adelaide last 
April, the majority of  the delegates were of 

real intentions? , 
Aboriginal and Island descent, 42 in all, 
f rom five States. This Conference ~ r o d u c e d  

W H A T  does the Queensland Government a Programme o f  Action. 
really intend to  do w i th  and for  Cape It demanded that reserves, missions and 

York Peninsula Aborigines and Islanders? settlements be granted unconditionally t o  
Does it plan to  make remote Cape York a the native residents. Residence should be 
corner in to which the unwanted people f rom voluntary, restrictive regulations repealed 
Mapoon and settlements further south can and management placed in the hands of 
be swept out  o f  sight? elected committees o f  residents. 

There is no  evidence that the Govern- Any project making a prof i t  f rom exist- 
ment is prepared t o  spend the considerable ing reserves (such as Comalco, pastoral 
amount o f  money needed t o  develop Bamaga companies) should pay royalties t o  a fund 
into a prosperous and enlightened region. for  development o f  Aborigines o n  the par- 

Moreover, a drastic change is needed ticular reserve. 
in the attitude of some officials. According In these demands lies the only just 
to the Sydney "Bulletin" o f  August 4, the answer to  the problems and future of the 
Dikector o f  Native Affairs (Mr. C. O'Leary) people of Mapoon. 
thinks that, o f  the 5000 Aborigines on set- 
tlements, only 25% are capable of earning Until Aboriginal communities own and 

a living. (However, the settlements can pro- control the lands they live on, they wi l l  never 

vide jobs for  only 13 % o f  them.) be free o f  the danger o f  dispossession. 

Some Administration officials speak o f  
the people as "coons" and regard them as signif kame  of  Mapoon 
inherently lazy, d i r ty  and stupid. Persons 
wi th such an outlook cannot help a people THE struggle for  Mapoon is a particularly 
to develop their selfSreliance and talents. significant part o f  the whole struggle o f  

The Government is planning t o  intro- Australia's oppressed Aboriginal minority. 
duce a new Native Welfare Act.. Bu t  special I f  public outcry is strong enough t o  
AGts which discriminate against the Aborig- halt  dispossession o f  Mapoon people, the 
fnal. i>eople are no t  what is needed.. With Government wi l l  be forced t o  pause before 
full human rights and intelligent, sympath- taking similar action on other missions and 
etic help, these people can work ou t  their settlements and before allowing further 
own future: ! alienation o f  Aboriginal lands t o  mining and 

: pastoral interests. 
Aborigines speak UP E It is urgent that the demand be raised 

now for Mapoon people t o  b e  allowed to 
O F  recent yegrs, wi th the assistance o f  the remain on their lands and for exiles to  be 

.trade union movement and other organ- allowed to  return if they wish. The State 
isations which respect human dignity, Abor- Government should also be urged t o  allow a 
igines and Islanders have undertaken in- thorough investigation b y  competent peo- 
creasing activity on their own behalf. They ' ple, free of racial prejudice, in to ways and 
have found their own spokesmen, who can means o f  developing Mapoon in accordance 
state what their people need very capably, wi th what the people themselves want. 
and in no uncertain terms. W e  urge a l l  who read th is  .story t o  . 

Their demands have been shaped and protest and campaign on  behalf o f  the 
expressed in a series o f  meetings and con- Mapoon people, whose hearts beat strong in 
ferences. the fai th that they do not  stand alone .in 

A t  the Fif th Annual Conference o n  their struggle for  simple human rights. 

UPPORT the national petition for a referendmn to alter the Cofnmonwealth Constitation so as to include S Aborigines in the Census, and make the Commonwealth Government responsible for them. 
3 ,  

CONFERENCE 
ON Saturday, December 1 and Sunday, December 2, the Aborigfng & Torres Isianders Advancement 

League will hold a Conference at the Y.A.L. Centre, Martyn Street, Cairns. 
Organisations are invited to send two delegates or observers. 
Interested members of the public are invited to attend. 
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